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. His presentation 'Solid-Liquid Interactions and Functional Surface Wettability', is the basis of the review paper in this special issue. [1] In assembling this special issue of the Australian Journal of Chemistry, we have attempted to offer a small taste of the ACIS 2005 symposium program. Two-and three-dimensional self-assembly processes are the focus of papers by Holt et al., [2] Fong et al., [3] and Böcking et al. [4] In addition, Edler reviews the current high level of activity in the generation of new materials using surfactant self-assembly and templating approaches. [5] Three-phase systems (solid-liquid-cavity or solid-liquid-liquid) are discussed in papers by Simovic et al., [6] Okitsu et al., [7] and Spicer et al. [8] This latter study of 'crystal comets', which result from the subtle interplay between crystallization and de-wetting processes, is depicted on the front cover of this issue.
Here and elsewhere dynamical effects emerged as an important growth area. At the molecular scale, Colegate and Bain describe the dynamics of nonionic surfactants in liquid jets in their paper. [9] On the nanoscale, Heim et al. [10] report a novel scanning probe microscopy study of the forces in the deformation and compaction of porous silica microspheres.
In closing, we would like to thank our colleagues on the symposium organizing committee, the theme chairs, and our kind sponsors for making ACIS 2005 both an enjoyable and informative meeting. We also thank Alison Green and colleagues for their work in putting together this special issue. The increased attendance at ACIS 2005 relative to 2003, plus a large international presence, are all encouraging signs for the future (Figs 3 and 4) . 
